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around to Arecibo, toward which General Henry
was to advance through the interior. The Ameri-
can armies systematically worked forward, with an
occasional skirmish in which they were always vic-
torious, and were received with a warm welcome by
the teeming native population. On the 13th of
August, General Wilson was on the point of clear-
ing his first mountain range, General Schwan had
occupied Mayaguez, and General Henry had passed
through the mountains and was marching down
the valley of the Areeibo, when orders arrived from
Washington to suspend operations.

The center of interest, however, remained in the
far-away Philippines. Dewey, who had suddenly
burst upon the American people as their first hero,
remained a fixed star in their admiration, a posi-
tion in which his own good judgment and the for-
tunate scarcity of newspaper correspondents served
to maintain him. From him action was expected,
and it had been prepared for. Even before news
arrived on the 7th of May of Dewey's victory on
the 1st of May, the Government had anticipated
such a result and had decided to send an army to
support him. San Francisco was made a rendez-
vous for volunteers, and on the 12th of May, Gen-
eral Wesley Merritt was assigned to command the